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Advent Four

Friday’s Word

The Christmas story is full of angels. But here, in the 21st.
century, what do we think about them?
Dr. Raymond Elliott was a professor in the music

department (after retiring, Professor Emeritus) at Texas Tech.

He saw one—an angel, that is.

His wife had a stroke at age 78. After this, all that she
could move was her eyelids. She communicated by blinking
her eyes.

Dr. Elliott was her sole caregiver. But after seven long
years, he was worn out. He didn’t know how he could go on.

He took this to God: “I don’t know how much longer I can
do this.”

When he lifted his head from prayer, he saw a man in the
doorway of their bedroom. He was tall. He had to stoop to
come into the room.

The man wore blue jeans and work boots. Young, with
intense blue eyes.

The visitor crossed the room and sat in a chair near Dr.
Elliott and the bed where his wife lay.

“It will be okay,” the man said. “You will be able to go on.
It will be only a little longer.”

Then the stranger arose and left through the door he had
entered.

Dr. Elliott felt elated—and filled with new energy.

His wife died a few weeks later.

That’s one story.

But it’s one of many.

Thousands, in fact.

I will tell another one on Christmas Eve—just after we read
the scripture about those Christmas angels.

It may be time for all of us to open our minds—and our
hearts. Life is deeper than we think.

And more wonderful.

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
6:00 p.m.
Share it with us.

God Bless—nez

saintmatthewumc.com
revmaxb@tx.rr.com

The Christmas Show
A Great Evening

Attendance was excellent, the food was great, and it
seems the concert lifted hearts and filled folk with the
spirit of Christmas. Thanks to those who made it possible
and to those who supported it with their presence. (The
fellowship lasted all evening.)

Christmas Eve
Sunday morning, we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of
Advent, with Mary preaching.
Sunday evening: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
“The most beautiful service of the year”

6:00 p.m.
My Sermon: “An Ultimate Joy”
See you Sunday.

And—Merry Christmas
GOD BLESS—-MB
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Mary’s Corner

I have heard many fine sermons from Max Brennan in the last
12 years but Sunday’s sermon, “At the Right Time”, is
definitely one of his finest. Thank you, Max, for always
preaching the truth, even when the truth is hard to say. You are a
light on a hill, and I am grateful for your 42 years of service to
St. Matthew. And the song Shannon blessed us with is still
playing in my head. We are so blessed to have so many talented
people around us, sharing their love for God and the gifts God
has given. I look forward to finishing Advent among all of you.

Jo and Joe Adams have 2 spaces left at their Christmas Dinner
table. Please let them know if you would like to join them.

We had two huge food contributions this week to our Eastside
Ministry lunch program. We are so very appreciative of the
people from our church and OUTSIDE of our church who
support the ministries of our neighborhood. Christmas Eve is
Sunday, and we will have a rare double service. Sunday
morning at 1 1am as usual plus a Sunday evening service at 6pm.
Come early at 5:30 and enjoy a moment of fellowship before
our service with a surprise in the fellowship hall.

Blessings to all of you! Mary
pastor@saintmatthewumec.com

Kids’ News

Our lesson this week was about JOY. Before Mary and Joseph
could enjoy the birth of their son, they had to travel to
Bethlehem. The emperor decided everyone had to be counted
for tax purposes in the town where they were born. Joseph was
born in Bethlehem, so they had to travel with a very pregnant
Mary to that town. Bethlehem was very crowded, and they
could not find a place to stay.

A man took pity on them and found them a place to stay.
Though it was not ideal, they were happy that they had a place
to stay; because that very night Jesus was born, not in a
comfortable guest room or palace, but in a humble place, with
animals for company. Jesus brought JOY not only to Mary and
Joseph, but to the whole world. During this Advent season
children are anxiously awaiting Christmas.

Our children lit up our Christmas program by carrying in the
star and lights for the tree and capped off their entrance with a
song. They are excellent singers we need to hear more often!
Santa and his elves stopped by with stockings filled with
goodies. His visit had the kids really happy to share their
requests with this Jolly Ole EIf. Hope we see you in church
Sunday.

Blessings, Miss Vickie, Miss Sue

Chair Yoga
Join your friends at our free Chair/ Standing Yoga class each
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 10 a.m.

Sunday Breakfast
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for a light breakfast each
Sunday at 10 a.m. while the kids are in Sunday School.

Give to Saint Matthew UMC

Please feel free to contribute in any
way you can and help us in our
efforts to continue spreading the
Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout
the community and the world.

Scan the QR code with your phone
to securely give online or visit our
website at
saintmatthewumec.com/give




