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Max’s Corner

Note: I know some in the church have
signed up for a Thursday evening edition
of the Discovering God class, but we
would need others from beyond the
church to sign up to have enough for a
class. We will see what response I get.

Discovering God Class

What a good discussion we had last week! This
week, we meet Mrs. Schwartz. This will challenge
us. Class at 9:45. Breakfast after.

Breakfast this Sunday
This is a “Winston Sunday.” Feel free to help!
Breakfast is at 10:30. (Great breakfast last week!)

Last Sunday and This

I loved the music we sang last Sunday. And Julian’s
solo was phenomenal. (Shannon has also sung a
moving version of Above All for us.) Mary may
preach this Sunday. And three of our children will be
baptized.

Monday Was Recovery

My sister and I went with a friend to see The Nitty
Gritty Dirt Band on their final tour last Friday. Why
final tour? They—and their fans like me—are old.
They were great, and the concert venue in Grand
Prairie is a fine place for music, but it is not user-
friendly for anyone with bad knees. Painful! Getting
in and out. I was still getting around more poorly than
usual last Sunday. Doing better by late Monday.

In spite of my wobble, Sunday was a wonderful day.
I am only saddened for our folks who are ill.

Please pray for Dewayne and Sheila Taylor’s
daughter-in-law, who is facing cancer. May God’s
love surround and uphold this family. John
Reynolds, long-time member—elderly and infirm—
is in recovery. He is a little improved. Carol
Bennett’s brother remains in our prayers.

Love to all of you.
God bless—MB

Mary’s Corner

Peace and love in the name of
Jesus Christ to you, God’s beloved
children!

I’m home from Arizona and so
thankful for the time I spent with
my grandmother. I must make a correction—she isn’t
98 as I had shared—she’ll be 99 years old on
September 15th! Her mind is still sharp, and her spirit
is strong. Though she faces some age-related
challenges like arthritis, she remains healthy, happy,
and deeply faithful. Like many at her stage of life,
she finds herself asking the question Keith has also
voiced: “How much longer, Lord?”

It’s a question that speaks to something deep within
us—a longing for heaven. As we grow older, many of
us begin to miss the promise of eternity and look
forward to that day when we shall see God face to
face. The apostle Paul expresses this so beautifully in
2 Corinthians 5, where he writes about our earthly
lives being like a tent, while in heaven we have a
“permanent house, made not by man, but by God.”
Paul goes on to say that in “this present frame, we
sigh with deep longing for the heavenly house.”

Do you feel that longing too? If you do, I would love
to hear your thoughts. Let’s talk about it sometime.

We continue to lift up our beloved members who are
unable to attend church in person. The joy and light
that we experience when gathered in fellowship is
something we should pray God shares with each of
them in abundance. I’d also like us to begin thinking
about a visitation and card-writing ministry soon.
Reaching out to others with love and encouragement
can make all the difference.

Love and blessings to all,
Mary

P.S. I just spoke with Joyce Mitchell, and she shared
that Dan is not doing well. Please join me in praying
for them both. Lord, hear our prayer.



Kid$’ News

A Special Meal with Jesus
This Sunday, we talked about sharing—and the story we heard was all about a
meal that brought people together in love and friendship.

As Jesus’s time on earth was drawing to a close, He told two of His disciples to
go into the city and prepare a place for them to eat. They found a room just as
He said they would, and that night, Jesus and His twelve disciples gathered
around the table for what we now call The Last Supper (Luke 22:7-23,
Matthew 26:17-30).

Jesus knew something big was about to happen—He was preparing to give His
life for all of us. But before that, He wanted to share one last meal with His
friends. As they sat together, talking and eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread,
thanked God, broke it, and gave it to the disciples.

“This is my body,” He said. “Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then He took a cup of wine and said,
“This is my blood of the covenant, poured out for many” (Matthew 26:26-28).

These were not just words—this was a moment of deep meaning. Jesus was giving His friends a way to remember
Him, to stay connected to Him even after He was gone.

But something else was happening too: they were fellowshipping—a word we use in church to mean sharing time,
love, and life. Jesus chose a meal for this important moment because eating together helps us feel close. It’s hard to
stay angry or distant when passing bread or pouring juice. Around the table, we laugh, we talk, we learn, and we
grow closer.

Even though one disciple would betray Him, Jesus still invited everyone to the table. He still shared, He still
loved. And that’s a lesson for all of us. Like the disciples, we are Jesus’ friends, and He calls us to remember Him
and love others the same way He did—especially at the table.

What We Learned

V Jesus shared a special meal with His disciples to show love and prepare them for what was coming.
V The bread and the cup remind us of Jesus’s sacrifice and invite us to remember Him with thankful hearts.
v Sharing meals with others is a way to love, forgive, and grow closer—just like Jesus did.

Every time you sit down for dinner with your family or
share a snack with a friend, you have a chance to

Important! The Easter Egg Hunt

remember Jesus. Let’s keep finding ways to show His starts promptly at 10:00 AM on
love—one meal, one moment, one heart at a time. Easter Sunday—don’t be late!
Jesus showed kindness and respect to someone others

ignored.

Thank you to everyone who has already brought
eggs and candy for our Easter Egg Hunt—we’re
off to a great start! We still need lots more plastic
eggs filled with candy, and we’d love your help.
Please consider donating each week between now
and Easter Sunday so we’ll have enough for all the
children to enjoy.

Blessings,
Miss Vickie and Miss Sue




Friday’s Word

“Life-Changing”

I am working again on my book Discovering God, a
project of many years.

Subtitle: What We Know through Religious and
Near-Death Experiences.

I am “teaching through it” every Sunday morning at
9:45. We are learning in the class that there is no
good reason not to believe in God.

God is accessible.

God communicates.

God reveals God—to any who will listen.

I have been interested in religious (or transcendent)
experiences since | was 14. God gave an audible
reply to a prayer.

I was in a bit of a bad mood. I said, after [ prayed,
“Nobody heard me.”

A voice clearly replied, “I heard you.”

At age 19, I stepped into my front yard on the farm to
look up at the sky and pray.

I did look up.

But before I could say a word of my prayer, I was hit
with a joy so strong I thought it would kill me.
Literally! I asked God to stop. I could take no more
joy. I had no idea what had happened to me.

I found William James’ masterpiece, The Varieties of
Religious Experience, in my college library.

I realized I had had a mystical experience.

I cover a wide range of spiritual experiences in my
book, including NDEs.

Everyone! I say everyone should have a chance to
discuss the profound experiences we cover in the
class. I would offer this class on a Thursday evening,
from 6:30 to 7:30, if twelve people sign up for it.

If interested, drop me an e-mail. (Or come on Sunday
morning.) It is life-changing.

God Bless—ME

saintmatthewumc.com
revmaxb@tx.rr.com

Did you know?

Chair Yoga is offered Tue., Thur., Fri. at 10:00 AM
Looking for a gentle way to improve flexibility, balance, and
strength? Chair Yoga is a low-impact exercise perfect for
all ages and abilities, providing the benefits of yoga while
seated or using a chair for support. Whether you’re
recovering from an injury, managing mobility challenges, or
simply looking for a relaxing way to move, this class is for
you!
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