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Max’s Corner

I’m Back

It took some effort—that’s the
most I’'ve moved in a month—
but I’'m glad to be back at it.
And how good it was to have
Larry and Rev. Beth Ensor with
us! Beth just retired, so they
were finally free to visit the
church they once called home. Pure joy. And what
a blessing to see Linda Pruitt in worship, still
recovering from her stroke. That, too, was a joy.

And how ’bout that solo!? Julian’s rendition gave
me goosebumps. It was so good to have him
helping me lead the singing. Kristi was her usual
fantastic self. Blake is still off working on his
master’s degree. (And we found out just how
smart Kristi and Steven’s dogs are!)

My Class Resumes This Sunday - 9:45 AM

I’m picking up again with my class, and this week
we’ll be talking about something big: the idea that
the Church may have gotten salvation wrong. |
believe God is better than most people think—and
we’ll dig into that this Sunday.

We’ll follow class with breakfast. Since this is a
“We Bring” Sunday, come hungry and come
ready to share a dish if you’re able. Winston
brought food last week. Now it’s our turn.

This Sunday’s Sermon:

“The Biggest Thing We Don’t Know About God”

You may think you know it—but you don’t. And
even after | tell you, you still won’t fully grasp it.
Because it is unimaginable. We can’t comprehend
it.

Yet—it’s the thing we need to know most.

Come. Let me share it with you.
Watching Online?

One of our two cameras is nearly useless—no
zoom at all. Jason and Robert have been using it

only for transitions. All the close-up work is
handled by a single camera.

That’s about to change.

Installation of our new sound booth, new
cameras, and full rewiring will begin either early
next week or the week after. You’ll notice

a big improvement in our online worship
experience. Stay tuned.

Special Offering for Flood Victims

Thank you, Mary, for getting this started. We will
again be taking up a special offering for flood
victims in the Hill Country.

As before, we’ll collect this offering before the
sermon, and then take our regular church offering
afterward. Please give as you feel led.

| Will Not Be Silent
| don’t want to harp on the subject. But the stakes

are too high for silence.

Millions will suffer because of decisions being
made right now by our government. Children will
go hungry. Families will lose healthcare. Medicaid
will be slashed. Even Medicare is on the chopping
block.

No one is safe when the person in charge is
deranged, malicious, and unstable.

Do you care about the poor? About gay people,
immigrants, people of color, people who are sick?

Are you truly a follower of Jesus Christ?
Then stand with Him.
Don’t argue. Don’t fight.

Just stand with the Lord, and let the world know
you are a Christian by your love.

God bless—MB

Chair Yoga is offered Tue., Thur., Fri. at 10:00 AM

Looking for a gentle way to stay active? Chair
Yoga improves balance, strength, and flexibility—
all from the comfort of a chair. Perfect for all ages
and abilities!




Mary’s Corner

Words That Carry Us Closer

Greetings in the name of our
Risen Lord,

It was such a joy to have Max
back with us on Sunday—
especially on a communion
Sunday. And it was wonderful to see everyone.
If you weren’t able to join us in person, we
missed you and hope you were able to catch
the service online. Julian Rodriguez’s rendition
of Somewhere Over the Rainbow gave me
goosebumps. We are truly blessed at Saint
Matthew to have musicians of such incredible
talent.

Speaking of gifted musicians, don’t forget: we
will be hosting an Eastside Community
Assistance Benefit Concert on September 20th,
featuring a local gospel choir called MSB. This
is shaping up to be a major community-wide
event, and we are praying for a crowd of 190-
200 people. All Eastside Community Assistance
churches are being invited to help with
marketing and ticket sales, and your help is
needed! There’s a sign-up sheet on the board
in the hallway —please lend a hand where you
can.

For the first time, we will be selling tickets to
this event. Tickets are $25 per person, and that
includes both the concert and a meal afterward.
If you are able, please consider buying an extra
ticket or two for those in our congregation or
neighborhood who might not be able to afford
it. The meal will be hosted in the Fellowship
Hall, the overflow Sunday School rooms, and at
picnic tables outside, as needed. We want our
neighbors to know that we are here, we care,
and we welcome them. As soon as we receive
marketing materials from the choir, we’ll start
spreading the word in the neighborhood.

I’ve spent the past week trying to live what |
preached during the last three Sundays. I'm

working hard to breathe before | speak, to
speak with love and compassion, and to remain
quiet when God tells me to be still. I’'m grateful
every day for the opportunity to serve this
church and to share these kinds of messages
with you. Remember, everything is a
communication with God. You will never look
into the eyes of someone whom God does not
love and accept. God’s love is unconditional,
inclusive, and overwhelming.

Under the Bridge Ministries still needs men’s
summer shorts, T-shirts, clean underwear and
socks, and shoes (size 12 and up). If you don’t
have these items to donate but are able,
perhaps consider purchasing a pair of shoes or
a bag of socks to support this important
ministry. They serve 250-300 people every
Sunday in downtown Fort Worth—rain or shine.

| am so deeply grateful for all of you. Each of
you carries your own burdens, faces your own
crises, and walks through your own valleys. And
yet, you still show up for one another. Watching
how you give—your time, your hearts, your
prayers, your resources—is truly inspiring. It
humbles me every day, and it remains one of
the greatest honors of my life to serve beside
you in our shared calling: to tell others about
Jesus and to stand against injustice and
oppression.

With love and gratitude,
Mary

Scan to Give Online




Friday’s Word

The article | read says:

“A narcissist in a family
demands to be the center
around which the entire family
orbits. He/she needs constant
attention and validation.

The narcissist becomes
hostile if he does not get the praise and power
he so desperately craves.”

A narcissist suffers from a serious character
flaw—a mental illness.

In the narcissist’s mind, he is the center of the
world. Nothing truly counts but him.

Others have value only in their service to his
ego.

A narcissist in a family perverts the whole family
system. The family exists only to serve the
narcissist.

That’s in a family.

What would happen if a narcissist were the
head of a nation?

First of all, the narcissist would have to
surround himself with enablers.

All narcissists must have enablers.

Narcissists are bullies, and they bully those
around them into serving them and only them.

If a narcissist were head of a nation, commonly
accepted human values would be perverted.

Only people who can give power to the
narcissist have any value.

The poor count for nothing. What do they have
to give?

So, take from them their health insurance, their
food assistance—anything that sustains them.

And the foreign poor are of even less value.

What can a starving child far away give the
narcissist?

It is estimated that 14 million people will die in
Africa in the next five years with the elimination
of USAID assistance.

No, it’s not hypothetical, this narcissistic leader.
It’s America now.
And millions will die.

saintmatthewumc.com
revmaxb@tx.rr.com



Kids’ News

When God Speaks, Even Kids Can Hear

This week, we met a boy named Samuel. He was just a kid—about
12 years old—when something incredible happened.

Samuel lived in the temple with a priest named Eli. He was there
because his mother, Hannah, had promised God that if He gave her
a child, she would dedicate him to the Lord’s service. And she kept
that promise. Samuel grew up helping Eli and learning about God.

One night, after they had both gone to bed, Samuel heard a voice
calling his name:

“Samuel!”

He jumped up and ran to Eli’s room. But Eli said, “I didn’t call you.
Go back to bed.”

This happened again. And again. And again.

Finally, Eli realized what was going on—it wasn’t Eli calling. It was
God.

Samuel listened carefully, and when God called him again, he said:
“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”

Samuel’s story reminds us that God speaks to people of all ages—even kids. If we listen closely, we might
hear God calling us to help, to pray, to show kindness, or to do something brave.

“We know that God works all things together for good for the ones who love God, for those who are called
according to his purpose.”

—Romans 8:28

What We Learned

vV God speaks to people of all ages—even kids!

v Sometimes God’s call is quiet, so we have to listen carefully.

vV When God calls, we can say like Samuel did: “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”
V Every one of us can do something important for God, no matter our age.

Thank you for bringing your young ones to church so they can learn and grow in faith, just like Samuel did.
See you in church on Sunday!



